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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-10, 12-14, 16-22, and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hoffman (US Pat 1 889246). 
Hoffman discloses: 

• {claim 1 } A coder assembly for printing on containers or on labels that can be 
applied to containers (figure 3-6); a base (figure 4, reference 22); a support 
member movably coupled to the base (figures 3 and 5-6, reference 24); a coder 
supported by the support member and movable with the support member relative 
to the base (figures 3 and 5-6, reference 27-28; column 1, lines 1-10, 29-33) 

• {claims 2 and 26} further comprising an adjustment mechanism coupled between 
the coder and the support member and configured to adjust the position of the 
coder with respect to the base (figures 3 and 5-6, reference 26) 

• {claims 3 and 27} wherein the adjustment mechanism is operable to move the 
coder along a substantially horizontal axis and along a substantially vertical axis 
without using tools (figures 3 and 5-6, reference 26 (see arrow in figures 5-6 for . 
horizontal movement and notches 25 for vertical movement) 
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• {claims 4 and 28} wherein. the adjustment mechanism is operable to permit 
rotation of the coder about a substantially vertical axis (figures 5-6, references 
26-28; see arrows) 

• {claims 5 and 19} wherein the support member is pivotally coupled to the base 
(figures 3-6, reference 24) 

• {claim 6} wherein the coder assembly is adapted to be used with a bottling 
machine, the bottling machine defining a machine surface, and wherein the base 
is supported on the machine surface (figure 3, reference 10, 16) 

• {claim 7} wherein the support member is cantilevered from the base and spaced 
from the machine surface such that no portion of the support member or the 
coder is in contact with the machine surface (figure 3; references 24 and 27-28 
are not in contact with machine surface 16) 

• {claims 8 and 20} further comprising a latch mechanism selectively locking the 
support member to the base so that the support member is substantially 
immovable with respect to the base (figure 3, reference 36) 

• {claims 9 and 21 } wherein the latch mechanism is operable to selectively lock 
and unlock the support member without using tools (figure 3, reference 36; 
screws can be set by hand) 

• {claims 10 and 22} further comprising a plurality of abutment members between 
the support member and the base, wherein the abutment members are configured 
to limit the spacing between the support member and the base (figure 4; see 
abutment members between refs 22 and 24) 
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• {claim 17} A coder assembly for printing on containers or on labels that can be 
applied to containers (figure 3-6); a base having a bottom surface supported by a 
machine surface (figure 4, reference 22 serves as base, 16 serves as machine 
surface); a coder (figure 3, references 27-28); a support member configured to 
support the coder, the support member cantilevered from the base and spaced 
from the machine surface such that no portion of the support member or the 
coder is in contact with the machine surface (figures 3 and 5-6, reference 24) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoffman (US Pat 1889246) in view of Ryan (US Pat 6469729). 

Hoffman discloses, with respect to claims 15 and 29-30, a coder assembly (as applied to 
claims 1 and 17 above). 

Hoffman further discloses, with respect to claim 29, wherein the coder is supported by 
the support member in a substantially upright orientation (figure 3, reference 24). 

Hoffman differs from the claimed invention in that it does not disclose that the coder is a 
laser coder. 
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Ryan discloses, with respect to claims 15 and 29-30, a laser coder (column 1, lines 11- 

35). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the cutter coder of Hoffman with the laser coder of Ryan. The 
motivation for the skilled artisan in doing so is to gain the benefit of facilitating the marking of 
arcuate surfaces to permit a manufacturer to track products. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 1 and 23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. . 

Claims 1 1 and 23 disclose, "wherein the plurality of abutment members are carried on a 
turret, and wherein the turret is adjustable to selectively position any one of the plurality of 
abutment members between the support member and the base," which was not found, taught, or 
disclosed in the prior arts. N 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Johnson (US Pat 4098183) discloses an in-line printing device. 
Holm (US Pat 2242974) discloses a labeling machine. 

Shurley et al (US Pat 2150522) discloses registration of articles for multicolor printing. 
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Ahlgren et al (US Pat 3960072) discloses an automatic label-printing apparatus. 
Creamer (US Pat 2199255) discloses a printing attachment for bottle labeling machines. 
Lucas (US Pat 2724329) discloses bottle-labelling machines. 
Carter (US Pat 2731913) discloses a label dating mechanism for labeling machines. 
Davies (US Pat 3519835) discloses a radiation sensitive apparatus for verifying label 
position. 

Davies (US Pat 3891324) discloses a method and apparatus for inspecting position of 
labels on product surfaces. 

Jennel (US Pat 6135654) discloses a method and apparatus for printing digital images on 
plastic bottles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonard S. Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-2148. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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' Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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